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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement filed on December 12, 2003 has been 
considered by the Examiner. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 43-45 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 43 line 9, change "an power outlet" to -a power outlet-. 
Claims 44 and 45 are included because of their dependency. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 33-35, 38 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lathrob (US 4,61 3,728). 

Regarding claim 33, Lathrop discloses an apparatus (see figure 1) comprising: a 
base housing (10) having a base open front, a base backwall, and a plurality of base 
sidewalls extending between the base open front and the base backwall (see figure 1), 
each of the plurality of base sidewalls having an exterior surface (see figure 1); a power 
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outlet housing (11) connected to the exterior surface of a first base sidewall of the 
plurality of base sidewalls of the base housing (10) to thereby reduce overall depth of a 
combination of the base housing and the power outlet housing within the building 
structure (see figure 1); and a wall mounting flange (22) having first and second 
mounting plates (see figure 1), the first mounting plate of the wall mounting flange 
connected to the exterior surface of a second base sidewall of the plurality of base 
sidewalls (see figure 1), the second mounting plate adapted to be connected to a wall 
stud of the building structure (see figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 34, Lathrop discloses an apparatus (see figure 1) comprising: a 
base housing (10) having a base open front, a base backwall, and a plurality of base 
sidewalls extending between the base open front and the base backwall (see figure 1 ) 
and a base inner chamber therein positioned between the base backwall and plurality of 
base sidewalls so that the base open front provides access to the base inner chamber 
(see figure 1), the base open front being sized large enough to allow the passage into 
and storage in the inner chamber of an alternating current power plug and an 
alternating current power cord (see figure 1), at least one of the plurality of base 
sidewalls positioned transverse to and extending between the base open front and the 
base backwall of the base housing and having at least one power outlet aperture 
adapted to receive an alternating current female electrical power outlet therein (see 
figure 1 ) ; and a power outlet housing (1 1 ) connected to the first base sidewall of the 
base housing and having an auxiliary inner chamber therein positioned to interface with 
the at least one power outlet aperture of the first base sidewall of the base housing (see 



Application/Control Number: 10/734,569 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2831 

figure 1) to thereby reduce overall depth of a combination of the base housing and the 
power outlet housing within at least one of a furniture and a building structure (see 
figure 1). 

Regarding claim 35, Lathrob discloses the apparatus, further comprising a base 
housing cover plate (36) positioned to cover the base open front of the base housing 
(10) to enclose major lengthwise extents of the alternating current power cord when 
connected to the alternating current power plug within the base inner chamber of the 
base housing (see figure 1) so that the major lengthwise extents of the alternating 
current power cord are not readily visible outside of the base housing, and wherein the 
base housing cover plate (36) has at least one cord channel (44) formed therein and 
adapted to allow passage of the alternating current power cord therethrough (see figure 
1). 

Regarding claim 38, Lathrop discloses the apparatus wherein the plurality of 
base sidewalls of the base housing (10) further includes a second base sidewall having 
an outer surface positioned opposite the first base sidewall of the base housing (see 
figure 1), and wherein the apparatus further comprises a mounting flange (22) 
connected to the outer surface of the second base sidewall to thereby provide 
connection of the base housing to the at least one of a furniture and a building structure 
(see figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 40, Lathrop discloses the apparatus (see figure 1 ), wherein the 
power outlet housing (1 1 ) further includes a power outlet open front to provide access to 
the auxiliary inner chamber (see figure 1), and wherein the apparatus further comprises 
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a power outlet cover plate (16) positioned in the base inner chamber of the base 
housing and positioned to overlie portions of the power outlet open front of the power 
outlet housing (see figure 1) and inner surface portions of the first base sidewall and 
having a power outlet cover aperture (25) extending therethrough to provide access to 
the at least one female power outlet when positioned in the auxiliary inner chamber of 
the power outlet housing (see figure 1 ). 

4. Claims 46-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Eiken 
(US 5,621,788). 

Regarding claim 46, Eiken discloses a method (see figure 6) for installing a 
telephone in a building structure to provide reduced wiring visualization exposure, the 
method comprising the steps of connecting a male telephone jack connector (see figure 
6) to a female telephone jack (14) positioned in a base inner chamber of an outlet 
housing (12) recessed within an interior wall of the building structure (see figure 6) and 
having a base housing (see figure 1) and a power outlet housing (48), by passing the 
male telephone jack connector (see figure 6) through a base open front of the base 
housing to engage the female telephone jack (14); connecting the alternating current 
power plug (26) to an alternating current female electrical power outlet (16) positioned 
within the outlet housing by. passing the alternating current power plug (26) through the 
base open front of the base housing to engage the alternative current female electrical 
power outlet (see figure 6); and positioning major lengthwise extents of a telephone 
cord (see figure 6) connected to the male telephone jack connector (see figure 6) and 
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alternating current power cord (see figure 6) connected to the alternating current power 
plug (26) within the base inner chamber of the base housing (see figure 6). 

Regarding claim 47, Eiken discloses the method, further comprising the step of: 
connecting a base housing cover plate (18) for the base housing to a plurality of base 
housing cover plate connection supports (20) positioned within a base inner chamber of 
the base housing (see figure 6) to cover a base open front of the base housing, the 
base housing cover plate (18) having at least one cord channel (22) formed in a 
peripheral region of the base housing cover plate (18) adapted to allow passage of the 
alternating current power cord and the telephone cord, therethrough (see figure 6). 

Regarding claim 48, Eiken discloses a method for using a telephone in a building 
structure to visualization exposure (see figure 6), the method comprising the steps of: 
provide reduced wiring extracting from within a base inner chamber of a base housing 
(12) recessed within a building interior wall a telephone cord and an alternating current 
power cord positioned therein (see figure 6), and passing the cords through a cord 
channel (22) in a base housing cover plate (18) as necessary to provide sufficient cord 
to connect a proximal male telephone jack connector (see figure 6) connected to the 
telephone cord and a low voltage power connector (26) connected to the alternating 
current power cord to a base station of the telephone (see figure 6), connecting the 
base station of the phone to the proximal male telephone jack connector of the 
telephone cord (see figure 6) and low voltage current power connector of the 
alternating current power cord (see figure 6); and connecting a plurality of wall hanging 
slots of the base station to a plurality of base housing cover plate (18) telephone base 
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station mounts (20) to thereby mount the telephone to the interior wall of the building 
structure (see figure 6). 

Regarding claim 49, Eiken discloses the method, further comprising the step of: 
passing excess extracted telephone cord and alternating current power cord (see figure 
6) through the cord channel (22) in the base housing cover plate (18) back into the 
base inner chamber as necessary to further reduce wiring visualization exposure of 
excess extracted telephone and alternating current power cord (see figure 6). 

Regarding claim 50, Eiken discloses the method, further comprising to step of 
pre-connecting the distal male telephone jack connector (see figure 6) of the telephone 
cord and alternating current power plug (26) of the alternating current power cord within 
the base inner chamber of the base housing (see figure 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 36 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lathrob (US 4,613,728) in view of Eiken (US 5,621 ,788). 

Regarding claim 36, Lathrob discloses the claimed invention except for the base 
housing cover plate has means for mounting a base station of the cordless device. 
Eiken teaches an apparatus (see figure 1) comprising a base housing (12) and a base 
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housing cover plate (18), said cover plate (18) having means (20) for mounting a base 
station of a cordless device to the base housing cover plate adapted to connect the 
base station to the base housing cover plate (18) when the base housing cover plate is 
positioned to cover the base open front of the base housing (see figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 41 , Lathrob discloses the claimed invention except for the top 
base having pre-socred surfaces adapted to be detached. Eiken teaches an apparatus 
comprising a base housing (12) having a plurality of base sidewalls and a top base 
sidewall (see figure 7) positioned transverse to and extending between a base open 
front and a base backwall of the base housing (see figure 6) and having a pre-scored 
surface (42) adapted to be detached by a user to form a base inner chamber defining a 
removable base inner chamber knockout (column 3 lines 4-51). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the 
top base with pre-scored surfaces adapted to be detached as taught by Eiken to provide 
the base housing with a top aperture for inserting and securing electrical/data device. 

6. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lathrob 
(US 4,61 3,728) in view of Boteler (US 4,062,470). 

Regarding claim 39, Lathrob discloses the claimed invention except for a sidewall 
having an upper and lower rail where a mounting flange is slidably connected. Boteler 
disclose an apparatus (see figure 1) comprising a base housing having a pluralities of 
sidewalls, at least one sidewall (20) having upper rail (22), a lower rail (22) substantially 
parallel to and spaced apart from the upper rail (see figure 1 ), the upper rail (20) and 
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lower rail (20) having adjacent first and second ends (see figure 1 ), and a lateral stop 
(24) adjacent an end of the upper and lower rails (see figure 1 ), wherein the apparatus 
further comprises a mounting flange (28) having first and second mounting plates (28a, 
28b), and wherein the first mounting plate (28a) of the mounting flange is slidably 
connected to the exterior surface of the second base sidewall along the upper rail (see 
figure 1), the lower rail, and the lateral stop to provide for quick mounting of the 
mounting flange to and removal from the base housing (see figure 1). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
make Lathrob's housing with a sidewall having an upper and lower rail where a 
mounting flange is slidably connected as taught by Boteler to provide means for 
facilitating the connection between the base housing and the mounting flange. 

7. Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lathrob 
(US 4,613,728) in view of Carson et al (US 5,189,259; hereinafter Carson 4,062,470). 

Regarding claim 42, Lathrob discloses the claimed invention except for the 
apparatus comprising means for connecting the base housing cover plate to the base 
housing including a quick disconnect means without using any tools. Carson teaches 
an apparatus (see figure 5) comprising means for connecting a base housing cover 
plate (10) to a base housing (16) including a quick disconnect means (58,60,62,64) for 
disconnecting the base housing cover plate (10) from the base housing (16) without 
tools. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide to Lathrop's apparatus with means for connecting the 
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base housing cover plate to the base housing including a quick disconnect means 
without using any tools as taught by Carson to provide means that would facilitate the 
attaching of the cover plate with the base housing. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1 -32 are allowed. 

Claims 43-45 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
Objection(s) under Claim Objections, set forth in this Office action. 

Claim 37 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reasons for the indication of the allowability of claims 1-32, 37 and 43-45 are: 

Regarding claims 1-13, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations an apparatus for mounting a cordless 
telephone comprising a power outlet housing connected to the first base sidewall of the 
base housing and having a power outlet open front, a power outlet backwall, a plurality 
of power outlet sidewalls extending between the power outlet open front and the power 
outlet backwall, and an auxiliary inner chamber therein positioned between the power 
outlet backwall and the plurality of power outlet sidewalls so that the power outlet open 
front provides access to the auxiliary inner chamber, the power outlet open front of the 
power outlet housing being positioned to interface with the at least one power outlet 
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aperture of the first base sidewall of the base housing to thereby reduce overall depth of 
the combination base housing and power outlet housing within the building structure, at 
least one of the plurality of power outlet sidewalls and the power outlet backwall having 
a building structure alternating current electrical wiring aperture adapted to allow 
passage of building structure alternating current electrical wiring to connect to and 
supply electrical power to the alternating current female electrical power outlet when 
positioned therein; 

Regarding claim 14-30, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations an apparatus for mounting a cordless 
telephone comprising a power outlet housing connected to the first base sidewall of the 
base housing and having an auxiliary inner chamber therein positioned to interface with 
the at least one power outlet aperture of the first base sidewall of the base housing to 
thereby reduce overall depth of a combination of the base housing and the power outlet 
housing within a building structure. 

Regarding claims 31 and 32, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations an apparatus for mounting a cordless 
telephone comprising a power outlet housing connected to the exterior surface of one of 
the plurality of base sidewalls of the base housing to thereby reduce overall depth of a 
combination of the base housing and the power outlet housing when recessed within 
the building structure. 

Regarding claim 37, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in combination 
with the other claimed limitations an apparatus for mounting a cordless telephone 
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wherein the first base sidewall has an outer surface including a transversely extending 
upper rail, a lower rail substantially parallel to and spaced apart from the upper rail, the 
upper rail and lower rail having adjacent first and second ends, and a lateral stop 
adjacent one of the first and second ends of the upper and lower rails, wherein the 
power outlet housing includes an upper flange and a lower flange substantially parallel 
to and spaced apart from the upper flange and positioned adjacent the power outlet 
open front of the power outlet housing, and wherein the power outlet housing is slidably 
connected to the outer surface of the first base sidewall along the upper and lower 
flanges between the upper rail, lower rail, and lateral stop of the base housing to 
provide for quick mounting and removal of the power outlet housing from the base 
housing. 

Regarding claims 43-45, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations a method for mounting an outlet housing 
for a telephone in building structure comprising the steps of providing a power outlet 
housing having a power outlet open front, a power outlet backwall, and a plurality of 
power outlet sidewalls extending between the power outlet open front and the power 
outlet backwall forming an auxiliary inner chamber therein; connecting the power outlet 
housing to the first base sidewall so that the power outlet open front interfaces with the 
at least one power outlet aperture of the first base sidewall to thereby reduce overall 
depth of the outlet housing within the building structure. 

These limitations were found in claims 1-32, 37 and 43-45, and are neither 
disclosed nor taught by the prior art of record, alone or in combination. 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sapienza (US 5,596,174), Boatwright et al (US 3,749,815), Ware 
(US 3,622,029), Lathrop (US 4,758,687), Engel (US 6,207,895), Smith et al (US 
5,289,934) and Sciammarella et al (US 5,419,716) disclose an apparatus for having 
electrical and communication connector within a housing. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext: 31. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



June 23, 2005 



Angel R. Estrada 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2831 



